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Squiggle a novel by B.B. Wurge

In Wurge’s second book we are told the “true” story of 9 year old Lobelia Squagg, whose soul becomes
lodged in the body of a stuffed toy monkey. With the help of an odd but kindly scientist and his son, and
a lesser spotted pickfloo named Fondue LeFuzz, “Squiggle” the monkey embarks on an outrageous
series of New York and Paris adventures, culminating in a climb up the Eiffel Tower, as she tries to
become a girl again.

“[A] lively, entertaining story with many twists and turns that don’t always end up where you think they
will... The unpredictable nature of the story mixed with a wacky sense of humor is off beat enough to
make it enticing for kids, yet gives an overall sense of comfort at the end, which the author ties up
nicely.” —Martha Zschock, author of Journey Around Cape Cod

“Outrageously imaginative, totally original, and charmingly simple… a delightful tale children will love.”
—Tina L. Scott, The Dabbling Mum

152 pages
12 B&W illustrations

ISBN: 978 0 9815148 9 5
Trade paperback, $9.95

Ages 6 12
A LeapKids Book

The Wandering Heart a novel byMary Malloy

When historian Lizzie Manning is invited to Britain to study the Hatton family’s history in their ancestral
home, she can have no idea where her research will take her. Before long she finds herself traveling
backward in time, from the eighteenth century voyage of Captain Cook to the Crusades of the thirteenth
century. She digs into the Medieval past using all the tools of the historian’s trade: shipboard logbooks,
correspondence, ethnographic artifacts, artworks, the Hatton family home, the surrounding landscape,
and the crypts in several churches. Her findings lead her into three interrelated mysteries, her own
family’s history, and a search for a Crusader’s disembodied heart.

“An impressive fiction debut…Malloy mixes history and fantasy with flair and delivers a wonderfully
satisfying puzzler.”—Publishers Weekly

“Mystery a la gothic… Historian Malloy does her research proud, inserting humanity into the too often
dry history some of us suffered through in school. We are also reminded that although history is written
by the winners, the losers sometimes get in a parting shot.”—Mystery Scenemagazine

Cretaceous Dawn a novel by L.M. and M.S.A. Graziano

A physics lab accident hurls four and a half people and a dog 65 million years through time to the end of
the Age of the Dinosaurs. Paleontologist Julian Whitney and his companions have one chance for rescue:
a thousand mile journey through the dinosaur infested wilderness to a hypothetical reversion point.
Meanwhile present day police chief Sharon Earles tries to solve the mystery of half a corpse remaining
where five people had been moments before. Physicists are brought in to determine what went wrong.
But can they get the lab running in time to retrieve the missing people…and do they want to?

“[A] fast paced…adventure filled journey through a thousand miles of Cretaceous landscape… a first
class adventure story, an effortless read as engaging as vintage Jules Verne.”—Natural History

“The Grazianos, sibling scientists, combine speculation and science in a compulsively page turning time
travel adventure…”—Publishers Weekly

“Our two authors have written a tale so gripping with survival, adventure, romance, and thrills that you
don't even realize you are also digesting scientific details of life from 65 million years ago….[A]n
exceptional read, one of a kind…”—Midwest Book Review

396 pages
ISBN: 978 0 9815148 5 7
Trade paperback, $15.95

A LeapSci Book

304 pages
ISBN: 978 0 9815148 3 3
Trade paperback, $15.95

A LeapSci Book
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Berlin a novel by Michael Mirolla 

Winner, 2010 F.G. Bressani Literary Prize in Fiction 
The Berlin Wall falls. A continent away, a mental patient awakes from a 2‐year stupor. His escape from the 
hospital launches a surreal adventure in which past blends with future, and death is used to change the 
fabric of the world in a freakish experiment on transcendental philosophy. Like Kafka or Italo Calvino in 
the blending of real and surreal, this story brings the reader into West Berlin’s seamy underbelly – the 
omnipresent wall, transvestite bars, sadomasochism; a secret world of philosophical intelligentsia, 
adultery, and murder. 
 

“Intriguing, passionate, sad – and hilarious.” —Toronto Sun 
 

“Michael Mirolla ... is a teller of tales that only the tautest prose could relate with cohesion and beauty. 
This book will thrill the mind.” —CrimeSpree 
 

“Mirolla is acrobatic in his ability to bring off complex ideas rooted in metaphysics or formal logic and still 
tell a satisfying story. His writing is an intense amalgam of anger, regret, scorn, estrangement, sorrow, and 
a deep appreciation of life’s rhythm…. [A] delightful romp through the metaphysical muck.” —Bill Turpin, 

232 pages 
ISBN: 978‐0‐9815148‐1‐9 
Trade paperback, $14.95 

A LeapLit Book 

The Love Song of Monkey a novel by Michael S.A. Graziano 

In a surreal exile on the floor of the Atlantic, a young man faces his own death and his wife’s infidelity as 
he travels through the most important landscape of all – the inner landscape of the soul. Whether 
exploring a sunken ship, climbing the Mid‐Atlantic Ridge, or discussing love with the statue of the Venus 
de Milo to which his wife’s lover has chained his body (“Venus, put a sock in it. What do you know about 
love anyway?”), “Monkey” stirs the reader to laugh, ache, mourn and hope. At the book’s heart is a 
meditation on the simple, inexplicable and lasting power of love, cast in the metaphor of a journey – to 
the depths of the ocean floor, across volcanic eruptions and along the ledges of skyscrapers. 
 

“Imaginative, intelligent narrative...Twin ideas of forgiveness and mercy twist through this strange, 
moving, patiently wrought novel, making for a trippy but charming read.” —Publishers Weekly 
 

“A strange but wonderful book…like nothing I’ve ever read before. A very short book, but the scope is 
epic in detail.” —Geekscribe 
 

“A relatively short book at less than 180 pages, but its heart is huge. In other hands the plot could seem 
horribly implausible or gimmicky, but Graziano’s carefully drawn characters and wonderfully complex 
theme make the book a joy to read, and afterwards, contemplate.”—Largehearted Boy

Billy and the Birdfrogs a novel by B.B. Wurge 

When 9‐year‐old Billy’s house is invaded by mysterious “birdfrogs” that leave three‐footed prints but are 
never seen, his very odd grandmother takes drastic action. Their adventures  lead them deep under the 
streets of New York, past woolly mammoth fossils to a shaft leading into the caverns where the birdfrogs 
– and other creatures –  lie  in wait. Offbeat humor, crazy villains, and the final triumph of family  loyalty 
combine to delight anyone with an imagination. 
 

“Recently in a particularly deep cranny I found Billy and the Birdfrogs, a book that survives by the sheer 
weight of its own insane internal logic… There’s definitely an element of Dahl’s fondness for weirdness in 
this pup. For those funny‐book junkies out there, Billy fulfills a need. Downright weird, and that’s a‐okay 
with me, it's worth a gander.” —School Library Journal 
 

“Wurge uses mystery, suspense, conflict, to build a plot of nonstop adventure. His character development 
is superb… Entertaining, downright funny, and highly imaginative. A great read.” 
—Midwest Book Review 
 

“One of the best books that we have read this year. The story is intelligent, well composed, with a strong 
narrative, likable characters, and just enough scariness and tension to make it hard to put down.” 
—BooksForKids.com 

152 pages 
ISBN: 978‐0‐9815148‐0‐2 
Trade paperback, $13.95 

A LeapLit Book 

178 pages 
B&W illustrations 

ISBN: 978‐0‐9815148‐2‐6 
Trade Paperback, $9.95 

Ages 6‐12 
A LeapKids Book 
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Losing Kei a novel by Suzanne Kamata 

A young mother fights impossible odds to be reunited with her child in this acutely insightful first novel 
about an inter‐cultural marriage gone terribly wrong. 
 

“The post‐divorce custody battle gets an international twist in Kamata’s debut novel set in Japan…an 
intriguing look into one woman’s experience with a culture very different from her own.” —Booklist 
 

“[T]he story of an expatriate in the throes of self‐creation, trying to decide who she is and making one 
instructive error after another. It is a text for all of us.” —Donald Richie, The Japan Times 
                                                                                                             196 pages, ISBN: 978‐0‐9728984‐9‐2, Trade paperback, $14.95 

Selected Backlist
 

Leapfrog         Press 

 

Confessions of a Memory Eater a novel by Pagan Kennedy 
What if one pill could enable you to totally relive the most incredible memories of your life? 
Would you take it? What would you do to get it?  
 

“In her absorbing and timely novel, Pagan Kennedy explores love, addiction, and memory in the 
pharmaceutical age… In fewer than 200 pages, Confessions packs an allegorical wallop.”—
Entertainment Weekly 
 

“Pagan Kennedy charges into the future with impressive dexterity… Confessions of a Memory Eater is 
just a moving portrait of mankind’s chronic and untreatable case of folly.”—New York Times Book 
Review                                                                                           174 pages, ISBN: 0‐9728984‐8‐4, Trade paperback, $14.95 

Secret Anniversaries of the Heart new and selected stories by Lev Raphael 
Twenty‐five years of stories by the writer who redefined American Jewish identity for an entire 
generation. 
 

“Raphael writes from a highly distinctive perspective: a compassionate celebrant of souls squeezed by 
mainstream pressures and fighting for pride. Concerned ultimately with the struggle for love both 
human and divine, these are searing stories.” —Kirkus Reviews 
 

“The power of Raphael’s stories comes from his passion for telling the truth, however painful.”  
—Hadassah                                                                                      300 pages, ISBN: 0‐9728984‐7‐6, Trade paperback, $15.95 

Paradise Dance short stories by Michael Lee 

In this collection of poignant and hilarious stories, Mike Lee enters the territory of Richard Russo and 
Russell Banks, the New England of forgotten mill towns and abandoned hopes, of people with few 

illusions trying to put their losses behind them. Paradise Dance is the overdue introduction of a 
wise and tender new voice. 
 

“Michael Lee’s short stories have a rare quality. They are tough, hard‐bitten, and surprisingly sensitive to 
the nuances that motivate behavior in people we assume too quickly are without nuance. What a good 
read!” —Norman Mailer 
 

“In the fading dreams of ordinary men and women, Lee captures the beating heart of a city…and comes 
to symbolize much more.”—Time Out New York                216 pages, ISBN: 0‐9679520‐6‐9, Trade paperback, $14.95
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ORDERING
 

Individual Titles 
 

Leapfrog Press titles are available at bookstores nationwide,  
including all those on the Web.  

 
Trade, Library, and Wholesale 

 
Leapfrog Press titles are distributed to all trade, wholesale,  

university, and library accounts by 
Consortium Book Sales & Distribution 

CBSD.com | 800‐283‐3572 
Electronic ordering via PUBNET | SAN 631760X 

Leapfrog Press titles are also available through Ingram, Baker & Taylor, Koen, Brodart, Follett,  
and all major national and regional wholesalers. 
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